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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claim 25, drawn to controlling access to content, classified in class 709, 
subclass 225. 

II. Claims 1-1 2, drawn to controlling user access to a network resource, 
classified in class 713, subclass 201. 

III. Claims 13-14, drawn to a system including a switch and a billing system, 
classified in class 705, subclass 52. 

IV. Claims 15-19, drawn to authorizing a user, classified in class 713, 
subclass 168. 

V. Claims 20-22, drawn to configuration and operation of a network switch, 
classified in class 709, subclass 220. 

VI. Claim 23, drawn to an Internet advertising system, classified in class 705, 
subclass 14. 

VII. Claim 24, drawn to a switch redirecting a user request, classified in class 
709, subclass 229. 
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The inventions are distinct, eacfi from tiie other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1 ) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination does not claim 
the steps of receiving a user request or generating rules for the user. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as managing resources in the context of a 
different methodology for controlling access. 

3. Inventions I and III are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination does not claim a 
billing system. The subcombination has separate utility such as determining billing for 
access to content resources. 

4. Inventions I and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
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806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination does not 
disclose the specifics of authorizing the user based on a user category. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as authorizing a user in the context of user 
categories. 

5. Inventions I and V are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1 ) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination does not claim 
the specifics of configuring and operating the switch. The subcombination has separate 
utility such as operating a network switch in the context of a different methodology for 
controlling access. 

6. Inventions I and VI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination does not claim 
the selection of advertising content. The subcombination has separate utility such as 
delivering advertising content to a user in a different environment. 
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7. Inventions I and VII are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
In this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1 ) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination does not claim 
redirecting the request to another server. The subcombination has separate utility such 
as redirecting a user when access rules are determined by a different method. 

8. Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such 
as controlling access to a resource that does not require billing. See MPEP § 
806.05(d). 

9. Inventions II and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention IV has separate utility 
such as determining user authorization in the context of a different set of access rules. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

10. Inventions II and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such 
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as operating a network switch in the context of a different method for controlling access. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

1 1 . Inventions II and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such 
as controlling access to a resource independent of providing advertising content. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). 

12. Inventions II and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention VII has separate utility 
such as redirecting a user when access rules are determined by a different method. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

13. Inventions III and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention IV has separate utility 
such as authorizing a user in a situation where billing will not occur. See MPEP § 
806.05(d). 

14. Inventions III and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such 



Application/Control Number: 09/918,972 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2137 

as configuring a network switch for an internal network in which billing will not occur. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

15. Inventions III and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility 
such as in a system that does not include advertising. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

16. Inventions III and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention VII has separate 
utility such as redirecting a user within an internal network, where billing will not occur. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). - 

17. Inventions IV and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such 
as operating a network switch in the context of a different method for authorizing a user. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

18. Inventions IV and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention IV has separate 
utility such as authorizing a user without delivering advertising content. See MPEP § 
806.05(d). 
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19. Inventions IV and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention VII has separate 
utility such as redirecting a user in the context of a different method for authorization. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

20. Inventions V and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such 
as configuring a network switch for an internal network. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

21 . Inventions V and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate 
utility such as operating a network switch in a context that does not require user 
redirection. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

22. Inventions VI and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention VII has separate 
utility such as redirecting a user to a server within an internal network. See MPEP § 
806.05(d). 
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23. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

24. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary A Davis whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3870. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:30-6:00, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571 ) 272-3868. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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ANDREW CALDWELL 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



